[bookmark: _GoBack]Good Morning Commissioners,

My name is Patrick Momsen and I live at 468 S Empire Blvd. I have owned my home for over 30 years. It is a spectacular spot right on the bay south of the Empire Boar Ramp.  You could say I am one of the lucky folks Val Hoyle referred to as “one of the people opposed to the PCIP because they will lose their view.” Yes, I stand to lose my view, and much more.
I realized how much more I will lose when I reached out to a few of my neighbors about the project.  Funny thing, my neighbors didn’t know much of what was to come and how things will change in the Empire District.
Luckily, I came across the Army Core of Engineers Report produced for the International Port of Coos Bay Proposed Section 204(f)/408 Channel Modification Project. In it, I found that the PCIP was a bigger more invasive project than I had expected.
Here is what I found out I would lose as a result of the planning, construction and completion of the PCIP:
1. Blasting in the bay would begin to widen the channel. The result could, be a shifting of my house foundation, lessening my home’s value.
2.The project is to be built across the bay from the “Hollering Place”, a recognized Native American Cultural Site.  This special place was used to transmit by voice, messages between early inhabitants across the bay. The PCIP will bring a new level of noise to the Empire Area.
3. The turning basin would accommodate ships twice the current size of those travelling into Coos Bay. Those ships produce dangerous air emissions and pollution. This would affect my health because I have asthma.
4. The size of the PCIP would produce light pollution that would rival other large Ports on the west coast. Harsh lighting will affect my property values.
5. Incoming ships discharge into the bay. Bigger ship will discharge more. The bay and shoreline will be affected by chemicals and invasive species.
These are some effects as a result of the PCIP.
But, I wanted to know more about the PCIP. So, I called for a quick meeting at the Dolphin Theater and invited my Empire neighbors to come together to learn what we could about the possible changes that would take place because of the PCIP. On such short notice, I thought maybe we would have 5-10 folks.
Well, I was surprised that over 50 folks showed up.  More folks said they would have come if I had given more notice.
Most of the attendees knew very little if anything about the PCIP. Most hadn’t seen a map of the project. Most thought that jobs would be a plenty if the PCIP goes through. Most thought the project would lead to growth. Most didn’t realize that the PCIP was right across from the Hollering Place in the Empire District. Most didn’t think “What is in it for us?” How would Empire benefit?
Most felt after hearing the overall scope and objectives of the project that their property values would be affected. They would be affected by the light, the noise and the pollution from the ships and port.

I have attached the meeting agenda for your records to show that it was our intent to ask and gather questions for the Port.

The property owners in Empire know very little about the project and most feel that the plans are so advanced that they have no voice or say in the matter.

Although many of the questions are said to answered in the JLA Report, I am requesting that the answers to each of the questions posed by the citizens of Coos Bay be provided in writing so as to serve as the public record.


Thank you for your time.

Patrick Momsen
468 S Empire Blvd
Coos Bay, 97420



